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ties. They bear evergreen, coriaceous leaves
and small greenish flowers. Among the gen-
era are Laurus, Cinnamomum, Camphora,
and Sassafras.

Laureate.   See Poet Laureate.

Laurel, the popular name in America for
the beautiful though poisonous Kahnia, but
properly belonging to the wellknown ever-
green shrub called the Sweet Bay Tree, of the
genus Laurus. The latter is distinguished by
long, lanceolate, shiny leaves, and by a char-
acteristic aroma yielded by all parts of the
plant when crushed. In early spring it bears
imall yellowish flowers, and these are fol-
lowed by dark purple berries in autumn. In
ancient times these fruiting twigs were woven
into the laurel wreaths with which victorious
poets and heroes were crowned.

Laurens, Henry (1724-92), American pa-
triot, was born in Charleston, S. C. During
the American Revolution he was a prominent
Whig or Patriot leader in South Carolina;
was president of the South Carolina Commit-
tee of Safety; and was a member of the Con-
tinental Congress (1777-80), of which he was
also president (November, 1777, to Decem-
ber, 1778). He was sent to Holland in 1780
to negotiate a loan, but was captured by a
British vessel en route; and in 1780-81 he was
imprisoned in the Tower, London. Subse-
quently he was one of the American peace
commissioners in Paris, and signed the pre-
liminary treaty (November, 1782). Among
the papers taken when he was captured in
1780 was a proposed treaty between Congress
and Amsterdam, which served as a pretext
for England's declaration of war against Hol-
land.

Laurens, John (1754-82), American sol-
dier, the son of Henry Laurens, was born in
Charleston, S. C. In 1781, as a special com-
missioner from the United States, he secured
a loan from the French government, oppor-
tunely reaching Boston with clothing, ammu-
nition, and half a million dollars in cash, on
Aug. 25, just as Washington was starting
with his army for Yorktown. As a soldier he
was conspicuous for his daring. His personal
qualities won him the title, 'The Bayard of
the American Revolution.'

Laurent, Auguste (1807-53), French
chemist, is notable for his work leading to a
clearer understanding of the constitution of
organic compounds.

Laurentian System. See Archaean Sys-
tem.

Laurentum, ancient capital of Latium,
Italy, near the coast, 16 m. s.w. of Rome. Its

name is said to be derived from the surround-
ing laurel groves, which formed an attraction
for wealthy Romans.

Laurier, Wilfrid (1841-1910), Canadian,
statesman, was born in St. Lin, Province of
Quebec, Nov. 20, 1841. He was educated at
L'Assomption College and at McGill Univer-
sity; studied Jaw, and was called to the bar
in 1864. In 1877 he entered the Liberal Mac-
kenzie government as Minister of Inland
Revenue. The Conservative victory of 1878
placed his party in opposition for eighteen
years, during which time he was a loyal lieu-
tenant to the Liberal leaders, first Mackenzie,
and later Edward Blake.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier.

Although a French-Canadian, and thus pre-
sumably lacking in vigorous support from the
English-speaking provinces, Sir Wilfrid as-
sumed the leadership of the Liberal Party in
1887, after Blake had resigned owing to differ-
ences with his party on the subject of unre-
stricted reciprocity with the United States.
In 1896 Laurier became Prime Minister of
Canada, the first French-Canadian to hold
that high office. His government was sus-
tained at the general elections of 1900, 1904,
and 1908. In the elections of September, 1911,
the Laurier ministry was defeated, mainly on
the issue of reciprocity with the United States.
The Union government was overwhelmingly
sustained in the elections of 1917, and Laurier
continued as leader of the opposition until his
death on February 17, 1919.
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